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Dear Friend,

My name is Julia, and Yy li€e is full and meénin3€ul.

But it wasn't alwags that WAY. Growing Ug, | often £elt invisible and alone.
Eg the time \ was an adult, \ had been Jrhrouah too many experiences that
left me o\iscouraaeo\ and afraid to trust, That's whg, when \ first came to
(Brche, \ called it rmy ‘last hope.”

And from the very 4 rst o\ag at Arche Comox Valley, evertj’rhinﬁ felt
different. For the first time outside of rny Famil\:), \ £elt love, sa@ew, and a
real sense of belonﬁina. \ve also stepped into ao\vocacg. After a bad fall,

| spoke at Comox council about the need for safer sidewalks for people
with vision loss. 't was out of ry comfort 2Zone to speak, but ) didn't want
anyone else to 90 ’rhrouah what \ did.

And Y'm dreami03 bigger. | want to keep sharina my story, create an online
ao\vocaca platform for people with diverse abilities, and one o\aa turn my
volunteer role at the thrift store into a (aaio\d'ob. Most of all, ) want to keep

‘oeinﬁ a voice for c‘nanﬁe in rny communih:).

'm S0 3ra+e€u\ to my mom and dad, and to rny (Arche ‘?amiltj who show
me love every daﬁj‘ But 'm also SraJrefv‘ul to Yyou, because Your 3enerosi+\:)
makes it possible for me to not O”‘H heal, but to dream about the future,

My motto is “Be kind to everyone, because you never know what ’rhe\:)’re

3oir\9 Jrhrou\ﬁh.”
With hope for the future,

? a
Julia +
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