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Words from a L'Arche Member

Gil Frois, a star in the WITH Campaign
When visitors come into the grocery
and coffee shop called "depanneur
Sylvestre," an inclusive work setting,
Gil shows them an issue of Fashion
magazine that he keeps in a particular
place. With a broad smile, Gil points to
the full page on which he appears with
Dubert.
L’Arche gives Gil a place to belong and
to shine. Gil and Dubert live in the
same home in the community of
L’Arche Agapè, in Gatineau, Quebec.
As house leader, Dubert helps Gil and
a tender friendship has developed
between the two. Thus, they were very
happy to pose together for the magazine “with” ad. The morning of the
photo shoot, they donned their best
clothes, delighting in their dressed-up
appearance.
Interviewed at dépanneur Sylvestre,
Gil conveys that he feels good in his

heart each time that he can serve
others. He sweeps and washes the
floors and does the dishes or mows
the grass with much energy. During
break times, he interacts with the
team or may contribute to the atmosphere by improvising on the piano.
He bears witness to what he says,
“I have much love in my heart!”
Gil, who was born with Down
Syndrome, expresses himself orally
only with difficulty. However, thanks
to his gracious nature he attracts
many friends. In fact, Gil has
hundreds of friends. Where he bowls,
at work, and in the Portuguese
community to which his family
belongs, he is greeted always with
open arms and warm hugs. Gil is
living proof that it is not necessary
to perform verbally in order to be
popular. A large heart endowed with
care for others suffices!
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A Message from the Executive Director
touch me deeply whenever I am in a
L’Arche home or gathering.
 Reach out further into our society,
especially schools, with the L’Arche
vision of belonging and inclusion.
Young people are hungry for
meaning. Our well-regarded
educational resources offer this.
 Respond in some measure to the
desperate need of people with
disabilities in financially poor
countries by helping L’Arche communities in some of these locations.
I want to thank each one of you for
your support of L’Arche. Without you,
many, many people with intellectual
disabilities would not have homes or
day programs. What is more, our
society would be the poorer without
the vision of belonging and personal
and social transformation that
L’Arche stands for.
Our Jubilee year celebrations have
given us new energy to begin Building
for the Next 50 Years. The needs are
great. L’Arche is ready to grow and
we have a plan! Please allow me to
tell you how we see the next 5 years.
We plan to:
 Welcome many more people with
disabilities into our homes and day
programs and open communities in
new locations.
 Develop leadership. Assistants
are the unsung heroes of L’Arche.
Their kindness, caring and dedication
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As Jean Vanier said when he received
the Templeton Prize in May, “People
with intellectual disabilities are at the
heart of our communities.” I would
add that our donors, committed
L'Arche partners, are also at the
heart of our communities. It is
because you care deeply and give
sacrificially that L’Arche exists. Let us
continue together to build L’Arche
into the next 5 and the next 50 years!

Kathryn Adamo
Executive Director
L’Arche Canada Foundation

Year in Review 2014-2015

L'Arche children and L'Arche North Bay gather
Funds were carefully allocated to assist L’Arche communities and regions across
the country to build their capacity to meet the needs and enrich the lives of people
with intellectual disabilities and, through interactions with the wider community,
to extend the vision of L’Arche and help others in our society discover the gifts of
people with disabilities. Below is a list of communities and regions that received
funds and the purposes to which those funds were directed.
L’Arche Arnprior — to establish a
drop-in music club. Several of the
L’Arche members enjoy creating music
together and form a nucleus for the
club. A local school helps out. The club
meets twice monthly at The Fountain, a
local drop-in centre, and is open to
anyone who would like to join in.
L’Arche Calgary − to help it respond to
the loneliness in our society by creating
a day program area where others,
especially seniors from the wider
community, and people with intellectual disabilities can gather to share
about their lives and enjoy the company
of one another.

L’Arche Comox Valley — to establish
“Sharing Side by Side” — a program
matching one or two volunteers with
each participant based on common
interests. The new program is
inspired by the L’Arche community’s
popular seniors’ lunch program where
seniors from the wider community
enjoy a weekly lunch get-together and
time of sharing that includes L’Arche
seniors.
L’Arche Edmonton — to help extend
the art opportunities offered in its
Discovery Day Program. The use of art
has been proven to help people
express themselves so that they might
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be more free. Moving to freedom in
oneself is a theme of L'Arche.
L’Arche Homefires — to host a gala
with the Famous People Players in May
2014. The special night included video
welcome messages from Jean Vanier
and Rick Mercer. Support from the
L’Arche Canada Foundation made it
possible for many L’Arche members
from across the Atlantic region to
attend the evening in Wolfville.
L’Arche Joliette — to help with hiring
a Homes Coordinator. As the L’Arche
community has grown the need for this
position is important so that the
community may continue reaching out
to welcome new people.
L’Arche Ottawa — to help support its
“Becoming Human Dialogues.” These
public events encourage engagement
on themes important to L’Arche. The
dialogues are built on our experience
that people with intellectual disabilities have a gift to offer our communities and that their vulnerability,
properly respected, can strengthen
society.
L’Arche Mauricie — for its “Vire-Vent”
workshop. In this atelier people with
disabilities create art and make soap.
The workshop also is undertaking a
third activity: to make the message of
people with disabilities more available
in the public sphere. The name of the
workshop — in English, a whirligig or
hand-held windmill — suggests
something that is both in motion and
fragile, but in French it can also be
understood as a play on words,
suggesting something that ushers in
change.
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L’Arche Montreal — to enhance the
acoustics in the community’s gathering
space, which was formerly a church
hall. This space is used for meetings of
the whole community and also for its
public events such as concerts, coffee
houses, spaghetti dinners, and “soup
and sharing” evenings.
L’Arche Saint John — to continue to
build its capacity to welcome people
who have intellectual disabilities, by
expanding its Some Kind of Creative
Club to serve a wider circle and
increase its local impact.
L’Arche Winnipeg — to help with
running its L’Arche Tova Café, an
increasingly popular venue where local
business people and others can enjoy a
good meal and at the same time interact
with the core members who greet them
or work in other capacities in the cafe.
L’Arche Ontario region — to hire one
individual to move from half time to full
time for six months in order to
complete projects that had been put on
hold because of a staff shortage. These
projects will contribute to its capacity
to better serve the nine communities
across Ontario.
Association des Arches du Québec —
to help make the new short film “Pareil
pas pareil” (“Alike; Not Alike”), in which
L’Arche core members in Quebec
speak about their lives and about living
with a disability. This video will help
break down barriers in the society and
make it more possible for people with
disabilities to be welcomed for who
they are. It will be a powerful teaching
tool for both Francophone and
Anglophone schools.

50th Anniversary National Events — to
coincide with a Rideau Hall gathering to
which L’Arche was invited by HE Mme.
Johnson at the request of the Princess
Royal, we organized an evening at the
National Gallery to screen the new
films “Pareil pas pareil” and “Love and
Belonging: Jean Vanier at L’Arche;” a
gathering at the Centre Block of
Parliament to tell, through narrative
and mime, the story of the founding of
L’Arche (viewable at discoverwith.ca/
larche); and a reception in Gatineau to
honour long-time L’Arche member
Jean Dansereau, recipient of the
Governor General’s “Caring Canadian
Award.” L’Arche regions across the
country sent delegations of core
members, assistants and board
members to represent them. We are
very grateful to the donors and the
National Gallery, who generously made
these events possible. Internationally,
L’Arche Canada was represented at
celebrations in France by two members
of L’Arche Daybreak, the earliest
community in Canada.
Educational Initiatives — As well as
continuing the publication of "A Human
Future," (our small e-quarterly focused

on the building of a compassionate
Canadian society), continuing to
disseminate our current educational
resources, and working on our public
education “with” campaign, we have
(a) prepared documents to respond
to the new Ontario Social Studies
curriculum in which the contribution
of L’Arche and Jean Vanier are
included;
(b) updated the Alberta Ministry of
Education site on Jean Vanier; and
(c) completed a teacher’s guide for a
DVD ROM of a dancer who does not
speak and who uses a wheelchair.
Short videos include the stories of
young people who are transformed
through their relationship with her.
The guide, which is a collaboration
of L’Arche with a school board and a
family organization, addresses
learning expectations for Grade 6
Language and Social Studies and for
senior secondary Arts, Guidance
(Leadership), and Religion courses.
We expect to have the guide online
as a free L’Arche resource by
mid-autumn.

Gathering at the Centre Block of Parliament
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Financial statements
BALANCE SHEET
For the Fiscal Year ended March 31,2015

ASSETS

2015

Current Assets
....... Cash & investments
....... Prepaid expenses
....... Other assets

$ 2 338 166
$ 4 856
$ 210 617
$ 2 553 639

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities
....... Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

Words from a L'Arche Member

Hazel Van Damme, long-time L’Arche
member and volunteer at the Tova Café
Hazel was living in a very large institution in Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, for
some years before she came to L’Arche
Winnipeg. That was more than 40 years
ago. Hazel is retired and she agreed to
volunteer at the community’s L’Arche
Tova Café on Wednesdays.
Hazel says, “I love working at the café. I
love meeting people and teaching them
about L’Arche. The people working at
the café are very nice. I enjoy serving the
customers, welcoming them, giving
them menus and cutlery, taking their
drink orders and meals. I like clearing
the tables and wiping off the tables. I like
the free meals that volunteers get. I
really like the tips too!! I give some to my
church. Most of all I like working with
my long-time friend Kathy French.”
(Kathy was an early L’Arche assistant.)
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When asked about her life, Hazel said,
“I live in an apartment at East View
Lodge for seniors. I love it there
because of the people. I visit with them
every evening in the lobby. Julie from
L’Arche helps me with groceries,
laundry, cleaning, finances and
medical appointments. Kathy goes to
church with me on Sundays. I love
L’Arche. I have met almost all my
friends through L’Arche.”
Jim Lapp, community leader, adds “I
have known Hazel from soon after she
came to L’Arche. Hazel is one of the
most agreeable, polite people I have
ever met. She has a gift of remembering dates and will call people on their
birthdays. As she used to say in our
L’Arche home 40 years ago, “It is sure
good to have friends like that!”

Net Assets

$ 58 752
$ 58 752
$ 2 494 887
$ 2 553 639

REVENUES AND ALLOCATIONS
For the Fiscal Year ended March 31, 2015

Revenue from all sources
Allocation of Revenue
Program Investment
Operations
Capacity Building
Capacity
Building
4%

Operations
20%

Program Investment
76%

$ 2 832 949

$ 2 149 454
$ 558 495
$ 125 000
$ 2 832 949

76%
20%
4%
100%

The L'Arche Canada Foundation is the
fundraising arm of L'Arche Canada.This
year BDO were appointed as our auditors
and their report states that the audited
statements present fairly the financial
position of L'Arche Canada Foundation as at
March 31st 2015. The full audited statements
for 2014-2015 are available upon request and
the above numbers are extracted from these
statements.
L'Arche Canada Foundation adheres to the
Ethical Fundraising and Financial Accountability Code developed by Imagine Canada.
Our purpose in doing so is to assure donors
that we are committed to the highest
standards of information disclosure,
reporting and financial management.
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Across the Country
2014-2015

L’Arche Greater Vancouver
wove its 40th and L’Arche
International’s 50th
anniversaries into various
events. Here we see them
celebrating L’Arche
International Family Day.
The community’s biggest
event during the year was a
homecoming weekend.

Jacquie Boughner
and Kim Lageer at
L’Arche Daybreak’s
50th Anniversary Art
Exhibition at the
Richmond Hill
Centre for the
Performing Arts.
L’Arche Joliette
welcomed Gilles.
Gilles has been a
long-time friend
and the community is grateful for
his zest for life
and gift of music
which he brings
with him.

Members and friends
of L’Arche Saskatoon
celebrated L’Arche’s
50th anniversary on
the Prairie Lily
Riverboat followed by
a prayer service in
the cathedral.

L’Arche Mauricie
opened a new
workshop called
Le Vire-Vent
("Whirligig"),
where people with
disabilities create
art and make soap

Members and
friends of L’Arche
Halifax were invited
to Government
House for afternoon
tea. Photo is of
Nova Scotia Lt. Gov.
the Hon. J.J. Grant
with L’Arche
member Jacquie
Perrin.

John, Heather,
Renee and
Clementina of
L’Arche
Homefires,
ready for their
gala event.

Celebration to
open the new
home at L’Arche
Le Printemps in
Saint-Malachie.

L’Arche Antigonish
parade with
bagpipes, highland
dancers, and
t-shirts for
L’Arche’s 50th
anniversary.
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Jean Vanier

with
makes all the difference
Congratulations to JEAN VANIER, founder
of L’ARCHE, who was awarded the 2015
Templeton Prize—an award given annually
to “a living person who has made
exceptional contributions to affirming life’s
spiritual dimension.” Previous recipients
include Mother Teresa, the Dalai Lama,
and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Mr. Vanier has donated 100% of the
Templeton Prize money (over $2,000,000
CDN) toward new and innovative L’Arche
projects in financially poor countries, and
he hopes that this will inspire others to
join him in financially investing in the lives
of people with intellectual disabilities here
in Canada and around the world.
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